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CONFIDENTIAL TEHRAN 2276 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, IR, BA 

SUBJ: MFA COMMENTS ON VISIT OF BAHRAIN'S FOREIGN MINISTER 

1. ACCORDING TO MFA CHIEF OF PERSIAN GULF AFFAIRS IZADI, THREE- 
DAY VISIT OF BAHRAIN’S FOREIGN MINISTER SHEK MUHAMMED BEN 
MOBARAK TO IRAN LAST WEEK WAS COMPLETELY SUCCESSFUL AND 
REINFORCED THE WARM AND COOPERATIVE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE 
TWO COUNTRIES. ALTHOUGH MOBARAK'S ARRIVAL HAD CAUGHT MANY 
DIPLOMATS AND REPORTERS BY SURPRISE, IAZDI ASSERTED IT WAS NOT 
SPUR OF MOMENT VISIT BUT HAD BEEN SCHEDULED LONG AGO. IN TALKS 
WITH FON MIN KHALATBARI AND OTHER GOI OFFICIALS MOBARAK EXPRESSED 
FULL AGREEMENT ON NEED FOR COOPERATION TO MAINTAIN SECURITY OF 
GULF AND PREVENT SUBVERSION IN SMALLER STATE IN AREA. HE WAS 
CONFIDENT HIS GOVERNMENT COULD MAINTAIN STABILITY AND INTERNAL 
SECURITY OF BAHRAIN. PRINCIPAL CONCRETE RESULT OF VISIT 
ACCORDING TO IAZDI WAS AGREEMENT TO EXPAND CULTURAL RELATIONS 
BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTIRES, BEGINNING WITH AN EXCHANGE OF STUDENTS. 

2. IZADI DID NOT KNOW WHETHER BAHRAIN'S INTENTIONS REGARDING 
COMIDEASTFORCE HAD BEEN DISCUSSED, BUT HE TOOK OCCASION TO 
REITERATE GOI VIEW THAT QTE GLOBAL END QTE POWERS SHOULD LEAVE 
SECURITY OF GULF TO LITTORAL POWERS. HE RECOGNIZED, HOWEVER, 

THAT SOVIETS HAD MOVED IN LONG AGO AND US FORCES HAD ARRIVED 
LATER AS A BALANCE. 
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